


Beginning of 
the year

Meet the teacher:

• For children brand new to the school, the parent and child 
will have a home visit.  This is a chance for us to get to 
know your child and discuss any questions/ concerns 
you may have in private. 

• The children currently in Nursery will not have a home visit 
as they are already in our school and will be coming across 
to Reception regularly over the next month to meet their 
teachers and start to get use to their new environments.  The 
reception teachers will also have meetings with the nursery 
staff to find out about your child.

• In September, all children will be invited in for a stay and 
play session to see their new classroom and meet all the 
staff, prior to them starting. This will be on Thursday 4th 
September.



Beginning of 
the year

The first few days:

• All children do half days for the first few days they 
attend.  This is to support them settling in the 
long run.  Some children have never been to 
any school/ Nursery setting before, some have but 
it has not been at our school and even those that 
have been to our school, reception can be quite 
different and feel like a much longer day so we like 
to settle them in slowly.   

• We do encourage parents to leave their child at 
the door as early as possible. We do 
understand that all children are different and if a 
child was particularly distressed with coming in 
to school, we will discuss this with their parent to 
figure out ways to support them in settling.



School day

Start and finish times

• Nursery:

8.40am to 11.40am or 12.20pm to 3.20pm

(3-hour sessions giving 15-hour week)

• Reception, Year 1 and 2:

8.45am to 3.15pm
(6.5 hours per day – 32.5 hours per week)

Doors open at 8.45 and shut at 8.50am so make 
sure you're on time!  The children start their 
learning experiences as soon as they arrive!



Uniform & PE 
kit

School Uniform
Uniform is available to purchase from the school office, it is 
best if you bring your child with you to buy it so that you 
know that it fits. All uniform should be named so that it can 
be returned to your child should it get misplaced.

Please speak to the school office if purchasing the uniform 
will cause you difficulties, we may be able to support you 
with this. We have kept our uniform as simple as possible, 
and we do have a small amount of pre-loved uniform 
available.

Your child should wear school uniform so that they feel part 
of the Carterhatch Community.



Uniform & PE 
kit

Your child will require the following uniform:
• Trousers/skirts/pinafore dresses in black or grey.
• White Polo shirts.
• Green sweatshirts or cardigans with school logo
• Shoes/trainers must be black and where possible have Velcro straps.
• Summer dresses should be green check (gingham).
• Coats should be warm and waterproof.
• Please put your child’s name in all of their clothes.



Uniform & PE 
kit

PE Kit
Your child should attend school dressed in their PE kit on all PE days.

Items needed are as follows:
•White t-shirt
•Black shorts
•Plimsolls or plain black/white trainers
•Black tracksuit bottoms (For outdoor sessions when the weather is cooler)
•Black jumper (For outdoor sessions when the weather is cooler)
•Hair tie for children with long hair
•Children are not allowed to wear earrings or jewelry in PE for safety reasons. Please 
remove earrings before school on the morning that your child has PE or medical masking 
tape will be applied over the earrings for safety precautions.

Please label ALL items with your child’s name.



Reception
curriculum 
overview

Phonics
Maths
Group reading sessions
Core book 
Focus week
Focus activities
Learning through play -
going on their 

interests



Learning 
Buddies

We encourage the children 
to follow our carterhatch 
school values and instill 
them in all that we do -
they support the children 
to have good behaviour for 
learning as well as in social 
situations – turn taking, 
manners, 
sharing, tidying up, 
helping one another.



Enrichment 
activities
Reception

Through the year we often 
have:
• Winter yoga session 

and/ or chicken shed 
come in.

• Go to the firestation
• Main trip is to the 

farm in the Summer 
term

• Forest school



Reading

What will my 
child be bringing 
home?

Phonetically decodable books to match their current phonics 
phase in Reception and Year 1.

Children will also read books that are organised by coloured 
Book Bands which will be appropriate to each child's level of 
comprehension and decoding.



Reading

What do Book 
Band levels 
mean?

Reading books are graded 
by difficulty by reading 
levels known as Book 
Bands. Each Book Band 
has its own colour.

This chart gives an 
indication of the range of 
Book Band levels at which 
most children will be 
reading as they progress 
through primary school.



Reading at 
home

Reading with 
your children.

Reading is a great habit. 
Like all habits, it needs 
repetition and regularity to 
establish itself.

Giving a child time and full 
attention when reading 
with them, tells them they 
matter.

It builds self-esteem, 
vocabulary, feeds 
imagination and even 
improves their sleeping 
patterns in young children.



Reading at 
home

Asking the right 
questions.

Questioning is a 
strategy that readers 
use to engage with the 
text.

Questioning 
techniques help the 
reader to clarify and 
comprehend what he is 
reading.

Teaching questioning 
techniques can make 
strong readers even 
more advanced.

Literal Question Prompts
• What is the name of the text?
• Where did the main character live?

Evaluative Question Prompts
• How would you feel if...?
• Do you agree with..?

Inferential Question Prompts:
• How did...feel?
• What might have caused..?



Home Learning 
Reception

• Each week, Reception children will bring home 
a weekly letter with the letter sounds and tricky 
words they have learnt, which will be linked to 
the current teaching in class.

• We will also send home number and subitising 
cards (how to recognise an amount of items 
without the need to count them 1:1) in the 
Autumn / Spring terms with general ideas of 
how to support maths at home.

• We send reading books home weekly.

• We will sometimes send other ideas of 
activities you could carry out at home linked to 
learning happening in class, via Arbor emails 
and the newsletters.



Regular eye 
tests

Your child’s eyes are special. In early 
years, vision helps them find out about 
the world around them, about their 
home, about you.

Being able to see clearly is incredibly 
important in your child’s overall 
development.

Regular eye tests for children are crucial 
because they can identify vision problems 
early, which is vital for a child's 
development, learning, and overall well-
being.

Early detection allows for timely 
treatment and support, potentially 
preventing more severe issues later in 
life.



Clubs

• Throughout the year, there will be a range of pre- and 
post-school clubs that children will have the 
opportunity to attend.

• Sometimes these clubs will be aimed at a particular year 
group.

• There is a small cost involved but please speak to us if 
you feel you may need support with this.

• Some of the clubs we will be running include;
Gardening, football, gymnastics, dance, Outdoor sports, 
Lego Club and computing.



What 
you can do 
to help

• Ensure your child has a good bedtime routine - bath, story and 
bed (no later than 7-8pm at this age)!

• Limit the amount of screen time they have and if they do use 
tablets/ ipads/ phones please ensure they are watching 
programmes and playing games that are age appropriate!

• Talk to them about their days, draw together, play board games 
and puzzles, involve them in a positive way with the house-
hold chores - let them cook with you, hoover, dust, tidy away their 
toys!

• Encourage them to be independent - when getting dressed, going 
to the toilet, feeding themselves!

• Once books are starting to be sent home from school, please read 
regularly with your child and practise their phonic skills – at least 5 
times a week.

• Sign the reading records

• Attend the phonic, maths and story workshops which will 
occur through-out the year – these will guide you in how to 
support your child further at home so they can achieve to the best 
of their ability.
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